October 18, 2021

The Honorable Jack Reed
Chairman, Senate Armed Services Committee

The Honorable James Inhofe
Ranking Member, Senate Armed Service Committee

The Honorable Adam Smith
Chairman, House Armed Services Committee

The Honorable Mike Rogers
Ranking Member, House Armed Services Committee

Dear Chairman Reed, Ranking Member Inhofe, Chairman Smith, and Ranking Member Rogers,

We write representing a broad coalition of humanitarian, peacebuilding, faith-based, and other
civil society organizations deeply concerned for the health and well-being of people in
heavily-sanctioned locations around the world. While U.S. sanctions have increased in scope
and quantity, the U.S. government does not currently assess their humanitarian impacts or their
ability to achieve foreign policy objectives. For this reason, we urge you to support Amendment
#152 to the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA), which will initiate these overdue
assessments.

Our organizations support this amendment in the House version of the FY 2022 NDAA as it
directs the Government Accountability Office to conduct an impartial assessment of the impact
of U.S. sanctions on civilian populations as well as sanctions’ effectiveness in achieving U.S.
foreign policy goals. NDAA Amendment #152, introduced by Representative Jesus “Chuy”
Garcia, was approved as part of an en bloc package.

Earlier this year, over 55 organizations called on the Biden administration to review the impact
of sanctions on COVID-19 relief and issue necessary legal reforms to ensure sanctions do not
harm ordinary civilians. Forty-six organizations raised similar concerns in a recent letter to
President Biden and other key leaders in the administration.

Impact assessments provide valuable information to ensure that U.S. foreign policy advances
U.S. interests while protecting innocent civilians and maintaining channels for humanitarian
organizations to continue their work. This issue is even more important as populations around
the globe continue to manage the shared threat of the COVID-19 pandemic. We ask that you
support Amendment #152 and ensure that the provisions in this amendment be retained
throughout the conferencing process.

We appreciate your consideration, and would also be happy to schedule a meeting with staff
working on this issue to give insight about how the provisions in this amendment are crucial to
our work.


https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/GARCIL_041_xml210914130004466.pdf
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/GARCIL_041_xml210914130004466.pdf
https://www.afsc.org/newsroom/civil-society-groups-call-biden-to-provide-immediate-sanctions-relief-and-legal-reform
https://charityandsecurity.org/csn-press-releases-advisories/46-organizations-call-on-the-administration-to-implement-structural-changes-to-u-s-sanctions-policy/

Sincerely,
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Campaign for Peace, Disarmament and Common Security
Center for Economic and Policy Research

Charity and Security Network

CODEPINK

Congregation of Our Lady of Charity of the Good Shepherd, U.S. Provinces
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