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Secretary of State John F. Kerry:  Remove the Barriers to Peacebuilding 

 

Peacebuilding organizations are uniquely positioned to help mitigate and end violent conflicts around the world. Because they are independent from 
government, these organizations are able to act as neutral conveners to bring all parties of a conflict to the table. This allows negotiations to take place in 
conflicts where political considerations can make it impossible for official government actors to engage with certain parties. But the ability for peacebuilders to 
do this is constrained by overbroad U.S. counterterrorism policies that make many forms of engagement with an armed group a crime if the group is listed as a 
terrorist organization. Offering training in negotiations or even teaching a course on humanitarian law to a listed terrorist group could land a peacebuilder in jail.  

The Secretary of State can, and should, exempt peacebuilding activities from this counterproductive application of the law. The Secretary has legal authority to 
allow peacebuilding groups to engage with all parties to a conflict, so long as that engagement does not support or promote a terrorist’s goals. Doing so would 
open the door for professional peacebuilders to fully engage in helping to end armed conflicts and suffering around the world, while making the U.S. safer.   

The undersigned urge the Secretary of State to use his exemption powers to legalize such critical peacebuilding activities.  

 
Former Government Officials 
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Jimmy Carter 

39th President of the United States 

 
 
 

Andrew Natsios 
Executive Professor, George H. W. Bush School of Government,  

Texas A&M University* 
Former Administrator, United States Agency for International Development 

 
Ambassador John McDonald 

Chairman and CEO, Institute for Multi-Track Diplomacy 

 
Ambassador Nancy Soderberg 

CEO, Soderberg Global Solutions* 
Former Deputy National Security Advisor and Ambassador to the United 

Nations 

 
Ambassador Thomas Pickering 

Vice-Chairman, Hills & Company International Consultants* 
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Academics, Foreign Policy Experts and Civil Society and Religious Leaders 
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Paul Alexander 
Co-President, Evangelicals for Social Action 

The Constitution Project 

The Alliance for Peacebuilding  
Chester A. Crocker 

Professor of Strategic Studies, Walsh School of Foreign Service,  
Georgetown University* 

American Friends Service Committee 
Adam Estle 

Executive Director, Evangelicals for Middle East Understanding 

Eileen F. Babbitt, PhD 
Professor of Practice, International Conflict Analysis and Resolution, The 

Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University* 

Mari Fitzduff 
Professor, Masters Program in Coexistence and Conflict, Brandeis University* 

Andrea Bartoli 
Dean, School for Conflict Analysis and Resolution, George Mason University* 

Rabbi Lynn Gottlieb 
Co-Founder, Shomer Shalom Network for Jewish Nonviolence* 

Rabbi Haim Dov Beliak 
Founder, HaMifgash 

Michael J. Hirschhorn 
Jacob and Hilda Blaustein Foundation* 

Andy Carl 
Executive Director, Conciliation Resources  

Rick Love, Ph.D. 
President, Peace Catalyst International* 

Associate Director, World Evangelical Alliance Peace & Reconciliation Initiative 

Rev. Jim Conn 
United Methodist (ret.) 

Conrad Martin 
Executive Director, Fund for Constitutional Government 

The Charity & Security Network 
Carrie Menkel-Meadow 

A.B. Chettle, Jr. Professor of Law, Dispute Resolution and Civil Procedure, 
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Georgetown Law Center* 

Mercy Corps 
Rabbi Brian Walt 

Former Executive Director, Rabbis for Human Rights - North America 

Rev. Jim Mullins 
Vice President, Peace Catalyst International* 

Pastor, Redemption Church 

Peter Weiss 
Americans for Peace Now* 

The Rockefeller Brothers Fund 
John W. Whitehead 

President, The Rutherford Institute 

Rachelle Lyndaker Schlabach 
Director, Mennonite Central Committee, U.S. Washington Office 

Rabbi Alissa Wise 
Director of Campaigns, Jewish Voice for Peace* 

Peter M. Sensenig 
Just Peacemaking Initiative 

Peter Woodrow 
Executive Director, CDA Collaborative Learning Projects 

Julian L. Shepard 
Attorney and Counselor-at-Law PLLC 

I. William Zartman 
Professor Emeritus, Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced International Studies* 

Anne- Marie Slaughter 
Professor of Politics and International Affairs, Princeton University* 

Johannes Zundle 
Chair of the Board of Trustees, Berghof Foundation 

United Church of Christ, Justice and Witness Ministries  
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