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United Nations Clears Soliman H. al-Buthi, Former Director of Oregon 
Islamic Charity, of Terrorism Charges   

            Portland, OR, February 11, 2013 - Today the United Nations Security Council Resolution 
1267 Sanctions Committee removed the name of Soliman al-Buthi, a former director of Al-
Haramain Islamic Foundation, Inc., of Ashland, Oregon, from its list designated terrorists. This 
ruling follows an earlier ruling by the Federal District Court in Eugene that the government had 
not established that a co-director of the same charity, Pete Seda, had any links to terrorism.  

Mr. al-Buthi, who is now a consultant to the Minister for the Ministry of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs ("MOMRA") in Saudi Arabia, was listed through an ex parte secret process 
instituted by the United States in 2005.  When the UN Security Council in 2009, in response to a 
European Court of Justice ruling finding its listing procedure fundamentally unfair, created a 
process for individuals and groups to challenge their listing and seek delisting, Mr. al-Buthi 
sought delisting.  Today, the Security Council granted that request, and Mr. al-Buthi has been 
removed from the Security Council list. 

Speaking from his home in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Mr. al-Buthi said, "All I've ever wanted, 
from the Americans and from the United Nations, was transparency and a fair chance to clear 
my name. While the Americans still refuse to disclose reasons behind their actions, the United 
Nations now prohibits unfair practices. It was this change that allowed me to clear my name." 
Tom Nelson, Mr. al-Buthi's attorney in Oregon, said, "We are gratified that the Security Council 
agrees with us that there is no basis for targeting Mr. al-Buthi and treating him  as a terrorist - 
just as the federal court in Eugene found that Mr. al-Buthi's co-director, Pete Seda, could not be 
linked to terrorism.” 

Mr. al-Buthi’s delisting raises questions about the legitimacy of his continued listing by 
the Treasury Department, and of the Treasury Department’s listing of the Al Haramain Islamic 
Foundation of Oregon. In September 2011, the US Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit ruled 
that the designation of Al Haramain, which was predicated in large part on Mr. al-Buthi’s 
membership on the organization’s board, violated due process, but was nonetheless valid, in 
significant part because of Mr. al-Buthi’s board membership.  Al Haramain and Mr. al-Buthi are 
seeking reconsideration before the Treasury Department; the Treasury Department has yet 
even to respond to Mr. al-Buthi's request, which was submitted almost two years ago.   

Mr. al-Buthi said that his next step will be to discuss with his lawyers how he might 
obtain redress for the wrongs inflicted on him. 
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