
November 29, 2012 

 

The Honorable Hillary Clinton 

Secretary of State 

U.S. Department of State 

2201 C Street NW 

Washington, DC 20520 

 

 

Dear Secretary Clinton, 

 

On May 12, 2011 a group of former diplomats, foreign policy experts and peacebuilders sent you 

a letter asking that you invoke “a statutory provision that empowers you to exempt expert advice 

or assistance, training, and personnel from the material support prohibitions when you find these 

activities will not further terrorism.
1
  Activities directly aimed at preventing or resolving conflicts 

fit this criteria.”   

 

It is our understanding that peacebuilding groups and advocates are engaged in discussions with 

Department of State personnel about how this might be done.  We are writing to express our 

appreciation for your Department’s willingness to engage in this conversation as well as our 

support for this effort.  We encourage you to approve an exception that puts conflict prevention 

and resolution activities by civil society groups (Track II diplomacy) back in the peacebuilding 

toolbox.   

 

We applaud the forward-looking vision of this Administration that recognizes diplomacy and 

development as fundamental precursors of sustainable security, including conflict prevention and 

strong civil society participation.  We agree, as we believe it is not in the U.S. interest for legal 

restrictions to negate civil society’s comparative advantages in mitigating extremism on the 

ground. 

 

To be workable, an exception must maintain separation between government and civil society 

actors so that Track II diplomacy can proceed with neutrality, speed and discretion.  We are 

confident that, with a desire to succeed on both sides, the State Department and the 

peacebuilding community can find a workable approach to this issue. 

 

The 2011 letter noted that “Without such a course correction, opportunities to end violence will 

continue to be lost.”  We urge you to make resolution of this issue a priority.  

 

Yours truly, 

 

 

                                                 
1 TITLE 18 § 2339B. Providing material support or resources to designated foreign terrorist organizations 

(j) Exception.— No person may be prosecuted under this section in connection with the term “personnel”, “training”, or “expert 

advice or assistance” if the provision of that material support or resources to a foreign terrorist organization was approved by the 

Secretary of State with the concurrence of the Attorney General. The Secretary of State may not approve the provision of any 

material support that may be used to carry out terrorist activity (as defined in section 212(a)(3)(B)(iii) of the Immigration and 

Nationality Act). 

http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/uscode18/usc_sup_01_18.html


s/signed 

* Organization for identification purposes only. 

 

Adam Estle, Associate Director, Evangelicals for Middle East Understanding* 

American Friends Service Committee, Shan Cretin, General Secretary 

Bill Cody, President and CEO, Shine Some Light Inc.*  

Bob Roberts, Jr., Senior Pastor, Northwood Church, Keller, Texas 

Carl Medearis, President, International Initiatives* 

Friends Committee on National Legislation 

Friends Meeting of Washington D.C. 

Islamic Shura Council of Southern California, Shakeel Syed, Executive Director 

Rev. Jim Conn, Santa Monica, CA (United Methodist, retired) 

Rev. Jim Mullins, Vice President, Peace Catalyst* 

Mennonite Central Committee, U.S. Washington Office 

Paul Alexander, President-Elect, Evangelicals for Social Action* 

Peter M. Sensenig, Just Peacemaking Initiative* 

Rev. Rick Love, President, Peace Catalyst* 

United Church of Christ, Justice and Witness Ministries  

Rev. Walter Contreras, Director of Hispanic Ministries and Outreach for the Pacific Southwest 

Conference, LA RED.* 

 

CC:  

Tomicah Tillemann 

Senior Advisor the Secretary for Civil Society and Emerging Democracies 

U.S. Department of State 

2201 C Street, NW, Suite 7311 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

 

Harold Hongju Koh 

Legal Advisor 

U.S. Department of State 

2201 C Street, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20520 


